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Some Big Ideas…

•There are different types of texts that we use for different 
instructional purposes in the elementary classroom. 

•Encouraging a love of reading is the bonus outcome of 
successfully teaching our students how to read. 

•As the professional in the classroom, we can match the right 
text for the right purpose. 



Decodable vs. Authentic Text



Let’s Define Our Terms

•Decodable text

•Authentic text

•Hi/Lo text

•Graphic novels
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Let’s Define Our Terms

•Decodable text = controlled by phonics pattern

•Authentic text = written for a real-world audience and purpose

•Hi/Lo text = high-interest, low readability 

•Graphic novels = comic-style text with more illustrations



A Helpful Continuum:

PreK, Kindergarten, Grade 1    Grade 2 Grade 3 and beyond

DECODABLE TEXTS AUTHENTIC TEXTS

Students are developing accuracy, automaticity, and fluency as 
readers.

HI/LO TEXTS and GRAPHIC NOVELS

“Learning to Read” “Reading to Learn”



But What About Read-Alouds?

Benefits of Read-Alouds:

• Increase background knowledge

• Increase exposure to vocabulary

• Increase exposure to advanced syntax 
(syntactical awareness)

•Models of fluent reading and prosody 

Reading Rockets: 

Reading Aloud

https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/reading-aloud
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/reading-aloud


Another Way to Look at This…

DECODABLE TEXTS
& READ-ALOUDS

READ-ALOUDS & 
AUTHENTIC TEXTS AUTHENTIC TEXTS



Using Decodable Texts



What Makes a Good Decodable Text?

•Text is controlled to include 
taught phoneme-grapheme 
correspondences and 
high-frequency words

•Aligned to a scope and 
sequence



What Makes a Good Decodable Text?

•Text is controlled to include 
taught phoneme-grapheme 
correspondences and 
high-frequency words

•Aligned to a scope and 
sequence

• Limited picture support to 
discourage guessing

• Frequent opportunities to 
decode the target phonics 
pattern

Decodable Text 

Webinar

https://www.follettcontent.com/events/listing/?nid=312&topic=Using-Decodables-in-the-Elementary-Classroom:-Best-Practices-for-Student-Success
https://www.follettcontent.com/events/listing/?nid=312&topic=Using-Decodables-in-the-Elementary-Classroom:-Best-Practices-for-Student-Success


An Instructional Routine

Decodable Text 

Routine

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Decodable-Text-Routine-Guide-Planning-Templete-10018144
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Decodable-Text-Routine-Guide-Planning-Templete-10018144
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An Instructional Routine

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Decodable-Text-Routine-Guide-Planning-Templete-10018144
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But, what about 
leveled text?



Decodable Text
•Phonetically decodable text 

• Follows a phonics scope and 
sequence

•Main decoding strategy = sounding 
out the words

•Pictures support the story but don’t 
promote guessing

•The goal is accurate word reading

Leveled Text
•Predictable and/or repetitive text

• Includes many different phonics 
patterns and high-frequency words

•Main decoding strategy = guessing 
what sounds right/makes sense/looks 
right

•Pictures often reinforce guessing

•The goal is comprehension



Using Authentic Texts



What Counts as an Authentic Text?



Hi/Lo Books

•Lower Lexile® level 

•Often include illustrations to support the text 

•Carefully chosen vocabulary

•Simpler sentence structure 

•Straightforward plot development 

•Compelling stories and interesting characters that relate to the 
student’s age level

Reading Rockets: 

Hi/Lo Books

https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/childrens-books/articles/highlow-books-children
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/childrens-books/articles/highlow-books-children


Graphic Novels

•Includes illustrations with shorter sections of text

•Typically narrative text structure 

•Usually in first person point of view 

•Pictures provide contextual clues for vocabulary and plot 

Jillian Heise: 

Graphic Novels

https://cdn.bfldr.com/EZCQY9GG/at/tcsx55gzbnwbmcsbh7w8gqvj/23-09-770721_Graphic_Novels_Support_Striving_Readers_Downloadable.pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/EZCQY9GG/at/tcsx55gzbnwbmcsbh7w8gqvj/23-09-770721_Graphic_Novels_Support_Striving_Readers_Downloadable.pdf


Authentic Texts & Reading Comprehension



Introducing Vocabulary

Vocabulary 

Routine Template

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Lesson-Planning-Templates-Phonics-Comprehension-Vocabulary-7238703
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Lesson-Planning-Templates-Phonics-Comprehension-Vocabulary-7238703


Building Background Knowledge 

• Anticipation Guides
• Questions
• Charts / KWL
• Visuals

Activate & 
Assess

• Other Texts and Videos
• Hands-On Experiences
• Artifacts
• Vocabulary

Build

• Revisit Previous Learning
• Write
• Extend the Learning 

Connect



Text Structure & Genre Knowledge 



Syntactical Awareness 



Writing About Text

Reptiles are 
cold-blooded 
because…

Reptiles are 
cold-blooded 
but…

Reptiles are 
cold-blooded 
so…



Q&A



Your Webinar Resources
@readingwithmrsif @follettcontent

Watch Recording >>
follettk12.link/gu3

Access Slides >>
follettk12.link/atx

Download Certificate >> 
follettk12.link/pjt

http://follettk12.link/gu3
http://follettk12.link/gu3
http://follettk12.link/atx
http://follettk12.link/atx
http://follettk12.link/pjt
http://follettk12.link/pjt
http://follettk12.link/gu3
http://follettk12.link/atx
http://follettk12.link/pjt
http://follettk12.link/gu3
http://follettk12.link/gu3
http://follettk12.link/pjt
http://follettk12.link/pjt
http://follettk12.link/atx


Curated Book Lists to Get Started

• Read-alouds: spark curiosity, develop essential skills, and improve vocabulary.
• Decodable books: help students practice translating letters into sounds.
• Leveled readers: build confidence in students reading below grade level.
• Picture books: help develop phonics and build fluency for beginning readers.
• Chapter books: introduce early readers with illustrations and simple text.
• Graphic novels: help bridge the gap between picture and chapter books.
• Hi/lo books: create highly engaging, age-appropriate reading opportunities.
• High-interest books: motivate and engage your students with popular topics.

Early Learning 
Book Lists

follettk12.link/1gp

Contact Us 
follettk12.link/veb

Need a custom list? 
Follett Content’s team of licensed teachers and certified 
librarians can curate the perfect books and other 
resources for your classroom or library.

Striving Reader 
Book Lists

follettk12.link/swu

http://follettk12.link/1gp
http://follettk12.link/veb
http://follettk12.link/veb
http://follettk12.link/veb
http://follettk12.link/1gp
http://follettk12.link/1gp
http://follettk12.link/swu
http://follettk12.link/swu
http://follettk12.link/swu


Literacy Shouldn’t Take a Summer Break

Summer Reading
We’re committed to providing you with the 
high-quality books and resources you need to keep 
students engaged over the long break and minimize 
the “summer slide.” Look to us for high-interest books, 
literacy and math workbooks, eBooks, audiobooks, 
and more!

Grab & Go Literacy Kits
These kits enable you to address learning loss while 
keeping students reading, with the bonus of building 
home libraries for the entire family. Easily distribute 
them to students for summer reading, school breaks, 
school-to-home literacy initiatives, enrichment, and 
more.

Learn More About 
Summer Reading Programs

follettk12.link/6b3

Get a Quote
follettk12.link/nlz

Learn More About Grab & Go 
Literacy Kits

follettk12.link/h8h

http://follettk12.link/6b3
http://follettk12.link/nlz
http://follettk12.link/h8h
http://follettk12.link/6b3
http://follettk12.link/6b3
http://follettk12.link/nlz
http://follettk12.link/nlz
http://follettk12.link/h8h
http://follettk12.link/h8h


Encouraging a Love of Reading with 
Follett Book eFairs

● Easy setup (5 minutes!)

● No minimum sales requirements

● Open to all PreK-8 US schools

● The best selection of titles

● Free shipping

● Effortless distribution

● The best Titlewave® rewards
Book Now!

follettk12.link/ac1

http://follettk12.link/ac1
http://follettk12.link/ac1
http://follettk12.link/ac1


Don’t Miss Our Next Webinar!
Transform Your Library: 15 Ways to Make Reading Irresistible

Join Shannon McClintock Miller as she shares 15 ways to make your library known as “the 

place to be” while enticing students to read, read, and read some more! You’ll leave this 

presentation with inspiring ideas that will engage students, promote learning in the 

library, and bring things to light you may not have previously considered.

Register Now!
follettk12.link/vog

Wed.
Feb. 12

4pm CT

http://follettk12.link/vog
http://follettk12.link/vog
http://follettk12.link/vog


THANK YOU 
for attending!


